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FROMTHE EDITOR September 2015

Hello everyone, as | mentioned on the front page this is my las
issue of Wittenham Ways. Whether the magazine continues i<~
currently unknown as n@ne has yet stepped forward to take

over the reins, but | do hope someone will volunteer. It is my other voluntes
ing duties for a local charity which means | now have less time to devote tg
Wittenham Ways, albeit only three/four times a year. As many of you know

since retiring | also now import jewellery from Australia which | take to events/

shows with my vintage and crafts products.

May | take this opportunity of thanking everyone, especially the wonderful tand

of people who deliver Wittenham Ways, in no particular order; Mark and C
H, Diana and John, June, Carol P, Vicky, Pauline, John T, Anne W, Joan,
Jackie, Jane and Liz who helped for so long in Little Wittenham. | am grate
Paul for stepping in.

My Dad (Phil Edwards, no relative of the founder Marjorie Edwards) was a

rol
Ruth
ful tc

printer, so it felt right to take it on. Many of us will remember when Wittenh

m

Ways was produced on a Gestetner duplicating machine! | would like to pay
tribute to the late Marjorie Edwards, and her GFS colleagues, June Wooddge,
Sylvia Harrison and the late Jan Lester and many others for compiling Witten-
ham Ways since 1967. | believe one person in the village has a copy of every
issue. The magazine has come a long way. | hope you have enjoyed both feadi
it and watching its development. | was able to achieve my aim to distributefit

free of charge to every household. This ambition was realised with the ge
support of PMS Oxford, the Parish Council and numerous advertisers. The

rou
> fi-

nances are in a healthy state and | will be discussing with Pete and Andrew Wil

son of PMS Oxford how they wish the remaining funds to be handled.

To everyone who has contributed to the magazine, please accept my since
thanks and appreciation. It goes without saying, without you there would n
have been a magazine. It has been both flattering and frustrating to see in
tions copied to the point where there is little to distinguish village publicatio

but that is inevitable with modern technology. | do hope Wittenham Ways cIan
e

continue even if itds only via th

Very best wishes

Anne Byard
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Dear Parishioners,

As | write, many though perhaps not al
of you, will have heard that | am retirin
as your Vicar in November. The last ni
years (yes it will have been nine years)
have seen many changes in my life an
the life of the villages that | serve. It
seems that the only constant in life is | I
change! Yet for many of us it is the last thing that we want, change!

Whatever service or care | may have been able to give to some of you,
being here has been a great blessing to me. So many times as | have tal
en funeral services, weddings or baptisms in the parish, my only possi-
ble, proper response has been to say 'it has been an honour'. An hon-
our to share in your joys and in your sorrows, the events in life that
shape us, or that have us looking back to those times, places or people
who have shaped us. Events that cause us to take stock and to look for-
ward to how we might face the future.

There will of course be more such occasions before | go and my final
Sunday will be Remembrance Sunday with my final service, a wedding ir
Culham the following Saturday. | have always thought that it is not good
for a Vicar to grow old in post, but it is very good for all of us to keep
active in retirement! So | hope to be able to help in the church in Eding-
ton, Wiltshire, where | will be moving to. | was inspired by my enjoy-
ment in living in a village community to choose a village for my retire-
ment home. It is also within reach of London by train from Westbury

and is in reach of Heathrow!

Having so may relatives and friends abroad | hope to be handy for peo-
ple to visit me, both from abroad and from nearer home. Serendipitous-
ly and to my great joy, my daughter Kate is going to be married next
April in New Zealand, so | have a good long retirement trip planned,
visiting family and friends and taking in the wedding.



Yes being your vicar has changed me! | am much more comfortable
around dogs, This townie now wants to live in a village, the words of the
Book of Common Prayer service have become more dear. | leave single
rather than married, so with a few more scars. | was already formed by
my childhood, marriage and motherhood, but the greatest change remains
that day, when aged 38 | understood what Jesus has done for me and |
accepted the challenge of living as a Christian. | will endeavour to contin-
ue in that Way. Meanwhile there is work still to do, life to be lived here,
but as | leave you, | want to say thank you for your friendship, your trust
and for your care.

With every blessing Anne

0

FROM THE REGISTERS:

Baptisms:

12th April Cemlyn Neil and Martin Feather
17th May Harry Thomas Law S e
12th July Freddie Anthony Arscott &

Marriages:
4th July Peter Rhead and Sarah Dillon
8th August Julie Francis and Richard Sinclair

Funerals:
19th March Reginald Smith
11th June Kenneth John Winter

Good Neighbour Group
Join us on the first Thursday of the month
Long Wittenham Village Hall
from 2.30f 4pm

For more information contact Janet Haylett 407382 or Steve
Brown 407589
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Village Round Up

MOBILE LIBRARY: The library now visits & =
Saxons Heath on alternate Thursdays be- | M‘.
tween 10am and 10.20am, see Events Dia/§&! W
page 17. A full calendar is available on the #&
lage website Happy reading! b

FLOWERS ARRANGERS, ST MARYOS
LONG WITTENHAM

We are very short of people to help with the weekly arrangement of]
flowers in Church. If you are at all interested please get in touch wit
June Woodage (407900). You don
like to help, say two weeks in the year, help could be available to g¢
you started. We all do our won thing. You can arrange flowers as y(
like to see them OR you maybe an expert already without realising
await your call .

WITTENHAM LUNCH CLUB

We have been running for 17 years ndwnembership growing month
ly in ones and twos. To become a member ring June Woodage
(407900). There is a joining fee of £1 and you pay £3 per meal ther
ter. PLEASE NOTE: It is necessary that you ring and let us know if
are NOT coming on a particular date. We try to be a very welcomin
group so if you are new to the village or recently retired, please do
come along.

DoOCTORS SURGERY RUN: The following people kindly offer their
services to take you to/from Clifton Hampden surgery.

Mr s Sawers (407585nc hds) )
Mrs McCreight (The Old Farmhouse) 407958 P
Mr Bishop (21 Westfield Road) 407227

Lynn Parker (Little Wittenham) 07799 882062

Users pay a small fee to the driver.

CHI
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Village Round Up

PARISH ASSEMBLY
More than 50 people attended the annual Parish Assembly in the vi

hall in June. There were presentations from the new Chairman of the

Parish Council Steve Brown and
cil ds Neighbourhood Pl an proje

County councillor Lynda Atkins urged villagers to use the recently im-

proved bus service o0or risk 1lo

sition to proposals for a sand and gravel quarry near Clifton Hampden.

She supported a proposed new link road from Didcot to the main Ak

ingdon Road (A415) but said that so far no funds had been allocated.

Ms Atkins added: o0The bad news
budget is getting worse. Cuts are being made and difficult decisions
en. For instance grass cutting is being reduced to twice a year. The
ings could help fund two soci a

Activities at the Primary Schouwlere outlined by head teacher Carol
Dunne and three children from the school council.

Dr Gabriel Hemery, Chief Executive of the Sylva Foundation which has
developed the Wood Centre in old farm buildings at the former College

Farm spoke, of the charityods p
some of which had already been established. He said they hoped ta
velop a wood yard and accommodation for office staff.

The president of Long Wittenham Athletic Football Club Bill Symona
spoke of the need to recruit more helpers to run the club. He said lik
many small clubs it was becoming increasingly more difficult each y
and they were unable to run a youth side.

Mr Symonds paid tribute to a former club member Kenny Winters w
has died aged 83. He said: o0Ke
for many years into his 50s. He was a stalwart and devoted himself
the club. There are not may | i
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Village Round Up

Mr Symonds said although it was a football club the name was Long(I\Nit-
d-

tenham Athletic Club and other sports could be accommodated at B
kinds Field.

Janet Haylett from th&lISTORY and SUSTAINABILITY  Groups

said in conjunction with the village WI they were compiling a Scrapbdok

of village life, similar to the books created in 1985 and 1965. Mrs Hay
said work had been completed on improving The Pouadsmall parcel
of land off the High Streel with planting and a heritage map of the vil-
lage.

The Assembly also heard report g

lett

TUTE, the vicar Anne llsley representing the PAROCHIAL CHURCH
COUNCIL, Steve Brown of the GOOD NEIGHBOURS group and Cl
Beveridge representing the village PREHOOL.

re

FRI ENDS OF ST MARYO0OS CHU]JRC

A toil et and kitchenette at St .

place by next summer, says the church support group Friends of St ifary

The improvement project is expected to cost more than £60,000. The
Friends will contribute most of the moneynd 1t ds prop
grants from appropriate funderSpecial local fund raising events will &
be held.

D S
SO

But first the plans have to win Church Diocesan approval and then plan-

ning permission from South Oxfordshire District Council. The Friendd

hope to be in a position to lodge a planning application with the coungil

this autumn and if all goes to plan then work could start next spring.

outside the North door. The kitchenette will be a purpose built piece
furniture with a top that can be opened up to reveal a sink and electr
supply. The new facilities will enable the church to be more attractive
worship, weddings, baptisms and funerals as well as other events.

Plans are on display in the church. The new toilet will be in an extenIon

f
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Village Round Up

The chairman of The Friends of h
hope to have the new facilities in place by next summer but much will ge-
pend on attracting grant aid from outside sources. These new facilities ill
be a big boost for the church as it will attract more people to worship agd
other church events.
0The objective of the Friends of
12th century church and to the Parochial Church Council. We want to Help

make the church a more central a
If you would like to make a financial contribution towards the improvement
project or find out more about h

then you can contact the chairman, Jeremy Croxson on 01865 407806]or
secretary Ruth McCreight on 01865 407958.

BUS SERVICE UNDER THREAT: Long Wi ttenhamds D U
threat as the county council wrestles with government imposed spendingicuts
but there are glimmers of hope. Although bus service subsidies are to be cut pex
year the county council says that, where possible, it will protect bus services for

older and disabled passengers. And the council wants to prioritiseeaf ser-
vices. These services such as the 97 have lower running costs as there are njore

Ospared6 buses and drivers availabl P
council says: o0Our first priority S
such and older and disabled people who may have no alternatives, particularly
those who lives in rural communitips

Local authorities throughout the country are facing their biggest funding squegze
as annual grants are caitl2 percent next year and a further 11 peent in 2017
to meet the governmentds target to]c
fordshire received £120m from the government to fund all services the counc'

provides. It was down to £62m this year and by 2022 the grant is expected tojbe
zero. Since 2010 the council has saved £204m and further £88m savings are
planned by 2018. Bus service subsidies are under review as the council seek to
reduce spending. A series of public consultation meetings have been held irfclu
ing one in Didcot to explain the cpu
communities likely to be affected if bus services are reduced or eliminated.

The council ds Cabi net -backsfrom theconsultatioa
meetings before making a decision later this year on the future spending planls fi

9



Village Round Up

buses and all county council services for the next financial year. The cound
it has already found big efficiency savings but they are not erdomiie sav-
ings will have to come by reducing bus subsidies and theA>Ritle service
budget. The council is seeking to make extra savings of at least £2.3m. in |
subsidies. The council is looking at two options.

1.Withdraw all bus services subsidies starting April next year. That would g
100 services or 9 pecent of the network, saving £3.7m.

2. Reduces subsidies by £2.3m. This proposal would affect only a proportic
the 100 services across the county. Changes to services wouldvargome
cases only one or two stops would be removed but in other cases a bigger
pact would be felt.

The council says its preferred Option 2 would provide a safety net.
adds: o0The council 6s first dut
transport users. This is part of our overall commitment to provide a s

ty net of support and resources

*The consultation period ends on September 14.To read the consulti
document and supporting information and to complete the feedback
form go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/stconsultation
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All documents are available also at county council libraries. The county

council helpline is 01865 883488.
WITTENHAM WI thBWl

. INSPIRING WOMEN
The centenary celebrations of the WI must have made this one of thg

busiest spring/summers for local and national members. Recent TV
grammes such as O6Home Fireso at
mentary have highlighted the significant role in history the organisati
has played, along with past campaigns such as Litter awareness, an
prices for British dairy farmers.

D

DIO-
n d
DN

d fa

On a | ocal note we began in Aptri
Diamond Centre Harwell. Many of the local groups gathered to see the
bat on pass through, as wel |l as

ed by Oxfordshire WI groups a few years ago.

10
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Village Round Up

Some village ladies also joined the wider county celebrations with a |
trip to Oxford amongst other delights. The pinnacle of the centenary y
had to be when Janet Haylett represented Wittenham at the special
Buckingham Palace garden party along with around 8,000 ladies. Log
we made our own special mark of the 100 years on Augu8tdtithe
Presidentds coffee morning in a
the World at Sandalwood.

Outside of the normal monthly Tuesday meetings in the village hall w¢
have attempted to play croquet, had hot pot suppers, been to the theg
to see OA Curious Incident of a
Ladies Day at Ascot. (see separate piece)and throughout this year a
commemorative scrapbook of the Village is being compiled and will m
interesting comparisons to those of earlier years.

Around these external events variety has been the key in our usual
programme. | always come away having learnt something new, from
story behind the creation of the Changi quilts, to the history and arts @
making tea, and recently we had
discovering not only the history, variety of flora as well as the amazing
beautiful landscape that surrounds such an ancient pathway.

It will be a busy programme until Christmas as well. On SeptemBave
wi || hear about o6Owlsd , in Oct
special evening on £0November when Christine Wallace (of Bake Off
fame ) returns to give a Christmas Cookery demonstration. Visitors w
be very welcome to this as always. Then in December we will work of
the calories in preparation for

The craft group meets regularly the first Thursday in the month and as
yeards Autumn Patchwork and Qui
planning another similar day this year. Look out for further information
when the date has been confirmed. So ladies, whatever your age you
welcome to come and join us on the second Tuesday evening of each
month and see what keeps Wittenham Interested!
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Vlllage Round Up

CLI FTON HAMPDEN P

PATI ENT GROUP RE
# SUMMER 2015
B The overall response to a patient qugs-
@ tionnaire sent out last Autumn was ek-

& tremely positive with well over 80% pf
respondents rating their experience pof
the surgery and their GP as good .

UF
P (

Following some generous local donations, a defibrillator is availalde for
emergency use at the entrance to the Surgery as well as a 24 hourjheart
monitor to pick up infrequent but potentially serious arrhythmias. Agldi-
tional meningitis vaccinations are being made available for childrgn an
infants; patients with raised blood sugar levels are being invited fgy fur-
ther diabetes tests; 20% of patients per year in the7r40age range a
being offered general health checks.

The Group needs more participation from patients and those that afe

interested are welcome to attend meetings and register for informagon
emails including the full-annual newsletter at the Surgery, or by co
tacting Roger Mitchell (Group Secretary)rapermmit@aol.com The
next meeting will be held at the Surgery at 7.30pm on Wednestay $
September 2015.

News from Bodkins
Last season ended with both teams finishing in respectable league posi-
tions but with no silverware. It also saw a couple of long standing club
stalwarts deciding that it was to time to reduce their commitment to
the club. Bill Symonds has decided that now is the time to give up Hjis
roles as football secretary, reserve team assistant referee and pitch
marker he will however continue as President and village liaison.
also saw Phil Lynch step down as first team manager after eleven yJears,
the early years were quite challenging but success came later on. Qur
thanks go to both of them.

12
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This left us with an unusual situation as in the past there was always

someone within the club who was willing and able to take on these

roles. However this time we have had to look outside the club and have
been fortunate to get the services of John Hurley as first team manpger
and Chris Salmon as football secretary. They both have wide expefi-

ence of North Berks football and we wish them well for the new sed
son.

We are also lucky the lure of football on Saturday afternoon persugded

Jimmy Nichol to join the club as a committee member after retiring
from refereeing at the end of last season.

We are however in need of a treasurer. Is there anybody out there
with some financial experience a few hours to spare and would like
become part of the local football club? If so we would love to hear f
you.

The new season starts at the beginning of September and the clos
son seems to get shorter with preseason training already starting ur
der the watchful eye of new first team manager John Hurley and re
serve team manager Eddie Ireson. Old and new players are welco
join us every Tuesday at Bodkins starting at 7.30p.m. Friendly mat
are already being played to ensure everyone is sharp for the start ¢
the beginning of September.

Please contact Derek Meadham or Bill
Symonds on 01865 407882 or 01865 4072
if you have any enquiries about the
football club.
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Village Round Up

WI TTENHAM LADIES DO OLADIES DAY .

It seemed a long time ago that | had signed up to the Ladies Day at Ascot. As a
new member of the WI I thought 0 We
gret it, | know that we all had an amazing day. Dinah Perkins masterminded the
outing, and we all benefited from her forethought, research and planning.
Eight Wittenham ladies (and one from North Moreton who filled a last minute
space) sallied forth in bright and colourful dresses and equally splendid fascina-
tors and hats. With picnics packed, most
§ eventualities prepared for, even the weath-
) er cooperated with bright sunshine and it
¥4 proved to be a glorious day. Some chose to
travel by car and others took the train but
we managed to arrive at the Silver Ring at
just the right time t
the course and the Tote!

Our race day began with sparkling wine cel-
ebrating the arrival of our own @early
gueend® Angel a Humphri
would be a fair amount of walking so sensi-
bly used her walking trolley which also dou-
bled up as a carrier of the bags. Her crea-
tive decoration of this chariot with silk

¥ flowers to match her outfit attracted much

| attention, and she was filmed by a crew

who reported she would be seen on Abu
Dhabi television! We dined like princes (or
princesses?) from quailsd eggs to c
with traditional strawberries and cream. However we were very thankful to
have bought our own picnics as a minimalist seafood platter was rumoured to
be extortionately priced. The atmosphere was fantastic, most of the crowds in
good humour, with plenty having bet
It was fantastic to see the crimson livery of the outriders advancing down the
straight mile towards us but the carriages had thundered by so fast it was hard
to work out who we had actually seen.

The wine continued to gently flow as we debated which horses we would back
for each race.

14



Village Round Up

We found some winners but quite a few losers, however by the end of the
dayds six races we were not signifi
day. One to be remembered with a very happy smile and fond memaories of
sunshine and friendship.

THAMES VALLEY o )
POLICE We are experiencing a higher than normal run of shed and

Srassey!  garage breaksCould we please ask that you take measures to
< "ff = secure your property.Measures you can take are using anti
bolt cropper padlocks, marking your property with CRE mark-
i) ing or Smartwater, chaining items to a secure anchor point
. along with purchasing a shed alarm (available online for approx
£10.00).

N
-

We also have had a motor vehicle stolen overnight so would ask that you en-
sure your vehicles are secure and take measures to protect them such as tak-
ing your car keys upstairs to be with you.

Elderly persons are also being targeted for distraction type purse/wallet
snatches in the Oxfordshire ared he offenders are watching them input

their pin numbers in shops and then distracting them by asking for directions
or tapping them on the shoulder and then steal their wallet/purSeey then
take the card and replace it with a fake cafélease be aware of these offenc-
es and ensure no one is watching you input your pin number.

Please do not hesitate to contact us via the 101 number if we can assist you
with crime prevention advice®?CSO Jen Cox 6596 and PCSO Sue Harris 9825

15



Village Round Up

Long Wittenham Vill age Hall d
For alll booking enquirie- Z Sl il
Over the years the c¢c » JU e
hard maintaining and i n
make it more comfort G ,' d
visit or hire for your own sp
The 200 Club prize draw suppo
wards prizes and the maintena
prize for every week of the Yy
A100.

Subscription is AldMafr@m-rapfaw
the remaining months. I f you
droP a note of your name and
Fieldside, or at I wvh200@devr
support

£10 winners for August: 174 Mrs. Hadland, 45 G. Salter, 147 T. Bannis
182 D. Garth

Long Wittenhami  Bwitnhirmgn Thaor

fiThe French port has gone on strike!0 - when the phone rang it was the message that
none of us expected or wanted to receive.

The Long Wittenham Twinning committee had been
busy planning for the visit of our French friends for
several months, with 21 French visitors of all ages
expected to visit Long Wittenham for a weekend of
activities in May. So a reduced visit of seven people
was hastily planned - mainly retired people with the
time to find other routes to Long Witten- ) N
ham. Sometimes the best laid plans...The seven of them arrived on the Thursday
afternoon in good spirits to be greeted with coffee at The Plough and to meet their
hosts. After a quick bag drop and freshen up they enjoyed supper with their fami-
lies, with some joining up in groups. On the Friday morning they were invited to
join the hosts on a trip to Dorchester by boat. A leisurely trip down the Thames
allowed the English and French to enjoy a glass of bubbly and take in the river
beauty and wildlife.
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Village Round Up

After tying up near Days Lock and a short walk to Dorchester, the French enjoyed a
pub lunch, a visit to Dorchester Abbey and the Old

School Rooms - an intriguing trip through time showing s

how people have lived around here through the ages. &l

Friday evening involved introducing the French to
Qunt Sally6at The Plough - which they took to surpris-
ingly quickly and even showed up a few of the locals!
On Saturday the party headed to Oxford for the day.

After a trip on the 'Park & Ride' bus, we enjoyed a wan-
B der through the Covered Market, past some the colleg-
es, to the Bodleian courtyard, then on to
j the Sheldonian, and Blackwells. It was Graduation day
%4 for some students, so our French guests were able to see

|l them coming out from the ceremony in all there fin-

@l cry! After lunch at the Old Fire Station, we made our
way back by way of Christ Church Meadow.

In the evening a larger group of English and French
families met in the village hall for an evening of food,
drink and merriment. Some light-hearted dressing up
produced some interesting photos (see below) and some
noisy parlour IR

games had everyone on their feet joining in. ‘ o

At Sunday lunchtime our French guests head-
ed off in various directions - all grateful for
the experience of international friendship and
the chance to keep the twinning link alive.

Before they departed, the French offered a
warm invitation to all in Long Wittenham to
visit Thaon in the Spring of 2016. If you would like to join the next visit, or find
out more about twinning, contact Sue Tucker

at suejtucker@btinternet.com or Mark Pritchard
at mp@gallio.com, we would love to have you
joining the fun!

17
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% Plush Pants Cloth Nappies

Washable nappy experts, based in South Oxfordshire

(x
=g 2 FREE Cloth Nappy Trial Scheme

Curious about washable nappies? Confused by the choices?
Borrow a selection of real nappies to try on your baby, with no obligation
to buy!

)—\—\

Free advice and guidance from Christine, a mum of 4 who understands
all your nappy needs

Extensive range including Tots Bots, Mother-ease, Nature Babies,
Wonderoos, Charlie Banana, Thirsties, Kissaluvs and more!

Buy online at: www.PlushPants.co.uk

Or call: 01235 818122 An Earthwise Trading business

Village Autumn Litter Pick

The Autumn Litter Pick has been organised for Saturday morning of 3rd Octo-
ber. As always we are looking for as many volunteers as possible

We do hope that those of you who have been involved with previous picks

will be happy to help again, but we will also be very pleased to see new faces.
We will be starting from the village hall at 10.00am. Jackets for all sizes, pick-
ers and sacks will be provided. Gloves and wheelbarrows will be very useful if
you can bring them. If you have a particular area of the village you would like
to concentrate your picking efforts on please let me know beforehand and

that will be arranged. If you are not able to come but do know where tidying,

in unseen areas within the village, is particularly necessary, please let me know
and | will ensure the/those area(s) receive attention. Otherwise we look for-
ward to seeing many of you at the village hall on the morning of the 3rd..

Refreshments will be available in the hall during the morning.

18



¥ Janet Haylett and former Chairman of
4 the Parish Council Tom Bowtell at the
unveiling of the information board,

made by Harold Drew, at The Village

September

3rd & 17th Mobile Library visit

6th Earth Trust Fancy Dress & 10K
8th W Meeting Vil
10th Parish Council meeting

.30

October

1st, 15th & 29th Mobile Library Visit
2nd PreSchool Quiz 8pm

3rd 10am Autumn Litter Pick
13t h Wi Meeting O6DIi
15th Parish Council meeting

17th PreSchool Nearly New Sale

November

10th WI Meeting Christmas Cookery with
Christine Wallace Great British Bake Off
12th & 26th Mobile Library visit

15th Parish Council meeting

December

8th WI Meeting Circle Dancing
10th Parish Council meeting
10th & 24th Mobile Library visit
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Long Wittenham Pre-School

Places for 2 - 5 year olds

Morning Sessions (Mon-Fri)
Early Morning Drop-off

Afternoon Sessions (Mon+Wed)
Forest School (Thu)

Age 2-5 years old? What did you do today?

made new friends felt safe & happy

danced zumba enjoyed a healthy snack
watched a play found bugs played outside

tried something new visited 'big’ school
baked a cake painted a masterpiece
was a scientist built a sandcastle
won arace ate lunch with friends climbed a tree
wwent explorimg made music
built a den learnt about the world

was a superhero dugholes
rode a bilke sang songs read a story

Village Hall, Long Wittenham, OX14 4QH Tel. 01865 407417
www.longwittenhampreschool.co.uk  secretary@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk
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Long Wittenham Parish Council

From L to R: Clifford Bosley, Gordon Rogers, Simon Thompson,
Annie Eccles, Peter Rose, Steve Brown, Rhonda Hinson

CHAIRMAN SEEKS NEW COUNCILLORS

The new chairman of Long Wittenham Parish Council has urged more villagers
to step forward and help play a role in shaping the future of the community.
Steve Brown, a retired civil engineer, has taken over the leadership of the
council from Tom Bowtell who has left the council after five years because of
work and family commitments.

Mr Brown sai d: OWe have two vacanci
filled. We would like to see people who are interested in playing a role to help
shape the future of the village. There are many interesting and important is-
sues in which the council is involved such as the new Neighbourhood Plan,
future housing needs, a new village hub, the future of the bus service and the
impact Didcot expansion will have on the village.

ol would |Iike to see the council r e
Heath and Westfield areas of the village because at the moment our council-
lors are from the High Street and Fieldside areas. The council has five mem-
bers, two short of its maxi mum.

Mr Brown said anyone interested in helping the council should get in touch
with him or visit the next parish council meeting on September 24 (7.30pm).
He said it was possible to volunteer and help without becoming a council
member. The parish council also has a new clerk, Rhonda Hinson from Did-
cot. She takes over from Dee Small who plans to move from Long Wittenham
later this year.
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Long Wittenham Parish Council

The new line up is: Chairman: Steve Brown, The Shambles, High Street.0X14
4QQ. Tel: 01865 407589. Vieghairman: Simon Thompson. Barn Close, High
Street, Long Wittenham OX14 4QJ. Tel: 01865 407942. Peter Rose. Abacus,
Fieldside, Long Wittenham OX14 4QP.Tel: 01865 407603. Gordon Rogers.
Bradgate, High Street, Long Wittenham. OX14 4QD.Tel:01865 407234. Annie
Eccles. Grapevine Cottage, High Street, Long Wittenham. Tel: 01865 407436.
Clerk: Rhonda Hinson. 5, Churchill Road, Didcot. OX11 7BU. Tel:
07949888575. Finance Officer: Clifford Bosley. Sinodun Cottage, High Street
Long Wittenham OX14 4QJ Tel: 01865 407482.

email address: clerk@longwittenham.com

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR RESIGNS

Long Wittenhamés councillor on S
has resigned three months after his election. Conservative Jon Woodley
-Shead was elected on May 7 to represent Sandford and the Witten-
hams. He secured a convincing B&8e majority over his nearest rival,

Li ber al Democr at Si mo-ohaifmhnoohtpngo n
Wittenham Parish Council. Mr Woodle8head said he decided to re-
sign for opersonal reasons. 6 He
to the role as a district councillor following a change of circumstances

at work and it would not be fair on his constituents. He continues to be

a member of Culham Parish Council. A written notice has to be sent to
the returning officer of SODC David Buckle by two voters for a by
election to be held. The election will take place no more than 35 work-
ing days after this is received.

VILLAGE PLAN MOVES AHEAD

Plans for the future development of Long Wittenham are moving ahead. Re-
sults of a village survey were assessed by the Oxfordshire Rural Community
Council and are back with the paris
bourhood Plan (NP) Steering Group are due to meet in September.

Once the outcome is assessed the council will be able to draft the Plan which
will then go to a village referendum. It will need at least 50 per cent of those
voting to support the NP before SODC can adopt it. The NP will give the vil-
lage more control over future development.
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Long Wittenham Parish Council

One of the main features of the NP is the creation of a Village Buabnew
school, village hall, café and shop, financed in part by selling the school an
village hall sites. Consultants estimate that 30 to 40 new homes would need to
be built compared to the original plan to finance the project.

Dr Rose said: ol f vill agers approv
grants to contribute to Hub funding which could reduce the number of houses
we need to build. The proposed new homes would be a mixture of market
housing and more affordable homes and some of these would be available to
current residents. o

HELICOPTER AND AIRCRAFT NOISE

There should be fewer helicopter flights over the village from this autumn
when the RAF replaces its squadron of 24 Merlin and Puma aircraft based at
Benson with six of the larger twirota Chinooks. Concerned about noise nui-
sance the parish council is to monitor flights and will liaise with Benson.

For years villagers have complained about helicopter flights day and night anc
now thereds growing concern from to
about an escalation of light training aircraft circling the skies.

At the annual Parish Assembly Squadron Leader Phil Williams said when the
six Chinooks came into service in the autumn there would be fewer flights
over the village as the aircraft headed for training beyond Wantage and on to
Salisbury Plain.

Answering questions about noise he said there was a lot of aircraft activity
over the whole area. Apart from RAF Benson there were airfields at Oxford
(Kidlington) and Wycombe and a number of grass airfields in the area at which
small, fixeeling aircraft were based.

Sq.Ldr Williams said RAF Benson tried
foster a strong relationship with neig
bouring communities and was conscic
that aircraft activities concerned some re
dents. He said that anyone with questic
or complaints could contact the statio
The telephone number is: 01491 8377
extension 5218.
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Long Wittenham Parish Council

BETTER BUS STOP

Oxfordshire County Council is to improve the bus stop in Didcot Road follow-
ing complaints from the parish council and travelling public. An area of hard
standing and a section of dropped kerb were due to have been installed by the
end of August or early September.

Parish councillor Annie Eccles welcomed the improvements but said she want-
ed Thames Travel to create a new bus stop on Saxons Heath to replace the
existing stop in Didcot Road. She said it wassafe particularly for elderly
people who were forced to cross the road for Didcditound buses. The bus
company says itdés wunable to relocat
traffic congestion on the roads it has been necessary to introduce extra run-
ning time into the 97 service.

Company spokesman Edmund Tresham sai
running times it would not be possible to add any extra time into the service to

divert to serve a new stop at Saxons Heath as this would result in the bus not
having sufficient time to get back t

SODC GETS TOUGH WITH RIVERSIDE RESIDENT

The man who has built unauthorised riverside accommodation and a mooring
site on the Thames adjacent to Ward
move the structures and his boat.

For several years Simon Courtn®yorthy has been developing the site but
now South Oxfordshire District Council has stepped in and issued him with
two enforcement notices.

The first notice requires him to remove the deck and shed from the land which
he does not own. The second orders Mr Courtn&yorthy to cease using the
land for mooring his boat for residential purposes. It goes on to instruct him to
stop using the land for residential purposes and for storage, garden and recrea-
tional purposes. In addition the council wants Mr Courti&prthy to remove

the boat. The notices will take effect from September 11 unless an appeal is
lodged with the Planning Inspectorate. If he appeals the notices will be suspend
ed pending the outcome of the appeal. Once the enforcement notices come
into effect then they must be complied with within six months.
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Long Wittenham Parish Council

TRAFFIC SPEEDS IN NORTHFIELD LANE
Therebs growing concern from re
traffic speeds along Northfield Lane especially near the triangle area se

ing the lane from the road to Little Wittenham. The council is to ask lpe

county council about the possibility of installing some form of traffic cal
measures or warning signs.

i d
parat

ing

Since the road surface in the lane was improved three years ago residents

say that traffic speeds have increased, posing a risk to pedestrians
clists. Northfield Lane is an important route for heavy farm vehicles an
ries travelling to and from Northfield Farm. The issue is to be raised wit
Emmett brothers who own the farm.

CHALLIS FARM DEVELOPMENT FEARS

d cy
lor-
the

There are concerns over plans to demolish a barn and build a detached

house and garage on land at Challis Farm at the corner of High Stree
Didcot Road..

The council says the proposed twsiorey development is very close to tt

existing Challis Farm housea Grade 2 listed building and would have @

serious impact on the setting of the old building.

Councillors say adjacent buildings along Fieldside areande-half storey
properties using the attic space. The proposed development is a fuH

and

e

WO

storey design which would have an impact on the conservation area afid on

the setting of the old, listed farm house.
A council report adds: o0The prop

Fieldside is a public right of way and needs to be protected. We have
cerns too about road safety as Fieldside leads on to Didcot Road
there is a blind bend. Visibility to the right is poor would have an impac
traffic safety. o6

ing barn that is to be removed. The access to the detached garagz[crom

The planning authority South Oxfordshire District Counci® will consider
the parish council &8s concerns be
the building proposals.

O S

on-
ere
on
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Long Wittenham Parish Council

MORE CASH FOR CHURCHYARD

The council has agreed to give more support to the village church of St

Mary. The church maintains the

too difficult and expensive to keep on top of maintenance as the gras
too long to cut. The council 0s J
an annual grant of £1,000 over five years but this has been increas
£1,200 a year.

REFURBISHED NOTICE BOARD
Parish council chairman Steve Brown and his son Jim have refurbish

chu
gets
e xi
ed to

ed the

old notice board that was attached to the wall of the former post office

and shop. I't was donated to the
the Queends Golden Jubil ee.

Now the council wants to hear suggestions on where to site the Aeok
notice board. A favourite site to emerge is on land next to the newly
stored footpath at the bottom of Fieldside leading to Saxons Heath.

dents living near the proposed site are to be consulted.

CLIFTON HAMPDEN POST OFFICE & STORES

TEL 01865 209274/807701,
EMAL SALESOCUFTONMAMPDENSTORES COM. WER WWW CLETONRAMPOENSTORES COM
OPENING HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 08:30AM06.00PM. SATURDAY & SUNDAY MORNINGS
EVERYTHING YOU WOULD EXPECT FROM A FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT VILLAGE STORE

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES, BASIC PROVISIONS, MILK,
FRESH BAXED BREAD, SAUSAGE ROLLS, PASTIES & HOT SAVOURIES
LOCALLY PRODUCED MEAT,
YEA, COFFEE & COLD DRINKGS
A SELECTION OF SANDWICHES & CAKES
TRADITIONAL SWEETS & TREATS
POSTCARDS. CARDS & GIFTS
ANDMORE .

Vi

re-
Resi-
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HIGH SPEED BROADBAND

High speed broadband is on its way tc
Long Wittenham. Gigaclear will start
installing a new high speed fiboptic
broadband network sometime in Sep-
tember.

The entire network will be under-
ground. The only items visible once
work is completed will be small green

cabinets installed central to the network, and the lids of the underground

connection points at the boundary of every property.

Gigaclear says it will install an underground fibre connection point at e
property it passes and not just those that sign up as customers. This is
cause it will perform the digging work once only, and does not want to
turn and dig again in the future.

There will be a number of trenches dug along some pavements, verge

roads, together with a number of road crossings. The contractors perfar

this job for other utilities and are familiar with this type of work and how
to avoid other services such as water and gas.

The fibres installed are designed to be in the ground for 50 years. The
nection point itself looks exactly the same as a water meter/stopk pot.

ery
be-
e_

s and

con-

There is no cost to have the connection point installed, so those that have

not signed up for the service will have one installed at the boundary of
property at no cost.

Just before installation starts customers will see a blue paint spot appe
outside their property. This is the marker for the location of the Gigacle
connection point so that contractors know where to install.

Once the other works are complete the grounds will be reinstated to th
Highways Agency standards.

*More information available from Gigaclear on 01865 59113mher
fo@aqigaclear.com

their

ar

\v
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AUTUMN/ WI NTER I N FWETIKBABGAEDE
SEPTEMBER

NJ E |

September is a good time to plant out and divide herbaceous pefen-

nials as the soil is still warm and moisture levels are increasing.
plants planted out now should be well established by next suném
giving a good display of colour.

Plant daffodil and spring flowering buébthey will give you a won-
derful display next year. Teigtete have a very reliable short
stemmed flower which increase over the years. Wait for the first

frosts before lifting dahlias and cannas. Pot up tender fuchsias and

keep in a frost free place.
Give evergreen hedges a final trim to keep them looking good oV
the winter months. Make sure to give any vulnerable plants some
protection from the cold, by fleecing or bringing in to a greenhous
Give lawns an autumn feed.

OCTOBER

Reduce the height of roses by T/8 stop any windrock occurring.
Leaving the main pruning for March. Order up bare rooted roses
Cut back any dead foliage from perennials. Ornamental grasses
bamboos can be cut back now. Plant out spring bedding plants.

NOVEMBER
Plant out tulips this montid plant them deeply to avoid them being
eaten by mice. This also helps to prevent the fire blight disease W
tulips are prone to. Apply grease bends to apple trees to protect
them from winter coddling mot
the greenhouse with bubble wrap after giving it a thorough clean

Any
D f

er

e.

and

hich

hs.

Rake fallen leaves off of lawns to keep the grass from turning yellow.

It is also a good time to aerate the lawn to stop compaction. This
will help with water drainage over the winter.
The flower heads should be left on hydrangeas until spring. This

will

protect the buds from frost damage. Make sure to insulate any taps

and pack away hosepipes.
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DECEMBER
Pinch out the tips of autumn sown sweet peas tg
promote bushier growth. Clear fallen leaves fro
borders before any bulbs start to show through.
Keep deadheading winter pansies to promote
more flowers.

Winter prune grape vines and ornamental vines
this is they are most dormant. December is a
good time to be looking through any plant and &
seed catalogues making lists and ordering for your
pl anting plan for next yeards

0

LONGWITTENHAM PRE -SCHOOL

Fancy testing your knowledge skills?! Come alon
our Quiz Night on Friday 2nd October at 8pm (qu

starts at 8.30pm).Teams of@} entry £2 per persorn.

There will be a licensed bar, and a bottle of bubb
for the winning team.

Please contadghfo@longwittenhampreschool.co.u
for an entry form or just turn up on the night
Village Hall, Long Wittenham, Abingdon, OX14
4QH. All proceeds will go to Long Wittenham Pre
School

(Registered Charity 1158950)

gto
1z

Yy
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Camation Collectables

Quality accessories, costume jewellery, vintage handbags, scarves
and machine embroidered handicrafts.

On-line shops: http://stores_ebay.co.uk/Camation-Collectables
Https:"www.ctsy.com/uk/shop/CarnationCollectable

Authorised stockist for

v A ®% v

Telephone; 01865 407168  Mobile: 0TTI0 156438  Hebsite: carnationcollectables.com
email: camationcollectablesi@gmail.com

\k Quirky Resin Brooches

S —
Helping Hands % Do you need a Helping Hand?
The Home Car= Spectalits = -

: Our Wittenham care team has been
Fat.9359 8 providing award winning quality
- homecare since 1989.

A family run company we offer you o
one-to-one 24 hour live in care service
that enables you or your loved one to
remain at home with compassion and
dignity by assisting with: personal care,
companionship, errands

and housekeeping.

So if you are looking for an alternative
to residential care or as a short term
answer whilst recovering from iliness
of operation - then we're here to help.

TCSd To find out how we can help you,
¥ J ' ' call: 0808 180 1016 or
inner visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk
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Cookery Corner
with Sarah Wells of Cordon Bleu Cooking

EQ %‘(’T
A

This delicious pudding combines two classics, crumble
and cheesecake. Any combination of blackberries,
raspberries, blackcurrants, redcurrants & strawberries will be perfect.
Berry Crumble Cheesecake

1509 digestive biscuits

50g butter, melted

450q fuHfat curd cheese

2 eggs, beaten

1 lemon, zest only

1759 caster sugar

300g assorted currants and berries, stalks removed

For the topping
100g plain flour
759 butter

50g caster sugar

1. Crush the biscuits, mix with the melted butter and tip into aZZm
loose-bottomed tin. Press down to form a base and chill.

2. Beat the curd cheese, eggs, lemon zest and half the sugar until thick a
creamy. Put the tin on a baking sheet, pour in the filling and bake in a pre
heated oven, 180°C/Gas 4, for forfiwe minutes or until almost set.
3. Put the fruits in a pan with the remaining sugar and a tablespoon of wa
ter, and simmer for five minutes. Set aside to cool. Mix the flour, butter
and sugar in a food processor until they resemble crumbs.
4. When the cheesecake is cool, drain the fruit, reserving the juice, and
spoon over the top of the cheesecake.

5. Scatter the crumble mixture over the fruit and return to the oven for
twenty-five minutes or until golden. Serve with the juices from the fruits.

Cordon Bleu Cooking fi a local service for all your catering
occasions. Tel: 01865 407538/07721 609600
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DO YOU NEED AN

ARE YOU CONSIDERING AN EXTENSION?
AN OFFICE, A SPARE BEDROOM, A STUDIO?
WANT AN EXTRA INCOME FROM B&B?

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED

A SHEPHERDS HUT?

NO PLANNING PERMISSION REQUIRED
NO BUILDERS AT YOUR HOME

Just a new, high quality space, made to your
specification and delivered to your home.
Access a problem? we can use a crane to access most gardens.

, PRICES@]

from as little as

£9,950

Feel free to contact usll
further nior Htlor

07870223114

paul@redskyshepherdshuts.co.uk
or visit us at

www.redskyshepherdshutS:es:
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GRP f i br ergd cafsi BY
specialist VICTORIA DYDE
Tiling, sl atin]g ) -
tering and fasfkias, new bUI|dS,

re oof s, Challis Farm
extensions apd shedsgh Street,
Long Wittenha
All work conlsi der eAdlbi ngdon
Oxon Ox14 4QH
For a free no Jobligaid3onh 4uote7
call Mar k pn _ _
meknlghtIS 4t-@bt|ntf
] arge selection o
07979 791045-2"9¢ SeL9 L%
www. shar manr odqf pngads$e .cuak | or a
mshar manroofinp@ymai l com

\\ G‘Y aCBfM Ga V()e U
& DESIGN

Gardening Service
by RHS qualified female gardener
Garden design / Plans / Landscaping / Planting

Demonstrations / Consultations / Pruning / beds and borders. ..

Call 07814 691040
email: sundaycarrigan@gmail.com
www.gracefulgardens.vpweb.co.uk

References available
villages covered

Quotations by appointment
Wallingford and surrounding
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LONGWITTENHAM PRE -SCHOOL

Il s your home full of -7by@als)ytoys,n d Ihi

games and/ or equipment that ar
make some extra money? Long Wittenham f&&hool is holding a Nea
ly New Sale on Saturday 17 October 2015 from1® noon at Long
Wittenham Village Hall. Sellers will receive 70% of all sales, with the

0

oth-

er 30% going to Pr&chool. There will also be delicious homemade cakes

and biscuits for sale, and we would be grateful if all sellers could don
cake/biscuits for the cake sale. All proceeds will go to-Bcaool.

ate a

I f you are interested in selling

with us before you will need a seller code), would like to donate item
sell or would like more information about how to become a seller, ple
emailnearlynew@longwittenhampreschool.co.uk

If you are planning to come and shop at the sale, please use the
school car park and leave buggies and prams at hibthe hall can get
very crowded! Thank you for supporting our R&chool (Registered

Charity 1158950). m

Searching for a top quality new or used
vehicle? Want to get the best price and
the most impressive service?

Then look no further than Auriga Vehicles!
| will secure the best deal available
| have a wealth of knowledge and experience
My clients are always completely satisfied
| offer an efficient, reliable and above all, personal service
Advice on currently available finance options
Assistance with the selling of your present vehicle
Presentation of all possible alternatives on the current market
MOTO®O s, servicing, repairs, Vv
So why would you go anywhere else?
Tel: 07782 269911 Website: www. aurigavehicles.co.uk
email kevin@aurigavehicles.co.uk

=a =4 -4 —a -4 —a -8 -9
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Logs with more

ROAR'

W B> e |

Firewood that’s green in
all the right places...

ahe Order online
. . Try the new carbon friendly booking
system by visiting our website

Keep your bag
Logs delivered to you in reusable
wood seasoning bags

Group order with friends/neighbours
Geographically grouping deliveries
together, saving us fuel and saving
you money

-

Greener thinking, smarter delivery
Wood sourced only from within a
small radius

o/
i

e, L AN WA e W OOT NI

info@bare-wood.co.uk

01235 888197

www.bare-wood.co.uk
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PMS OXI( )RJD

Construchon services . .

PMS Oxford is a family
owned bullding business
based in Burcot and owned
locally by Peter and Andrew
Wilson,

We undertake both small
and large bullding projects
for private, commercial and
local authorities, mainly
throughout Oxfordshire.

The company pndes itsell in
gving clients personal service
and value for money, and strive
to minimize disruption durng
building works to enable every-
day e to camy on as normally
as possible.

We offer a complete package,
from inial design through to
construction, we are committed
to deliverng the highest
standard of finish with ultimate
satisfaction for our clients.

0! B

MAINTENANCE

We offer a complete, all-trade
maintenance service with a same-
day response

REFIT & REFURBISHMENT

We're fully equipped to deal with rigid
deadlines and tight schedules.

We have an established pedigree In
delivering high quality builldings using
a wide spectrum of bullding methods.

For advice or a no obligation
estimate please call us on
01865 407554

or email us at
info@pmsoxford.co.uk
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